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1. Proposed new common name: 

Short-spined thrips 

2. Previously approved common name (if any): 

N/A 

3. Scientific name (genus, species, author): Thrips parvispinus Karny, 1922 

Order: Thysanoptera 

Family: Thripidae 

Supporting Information 

4. Please provide a clear and convincing explanation for why a common name is needed, possibly 
including but not limited to the taxon’s economic, ecological, or medical importance, striking 
appearance, abundance, or conservation status: 

Thrips parvispinus is an invasive and polyphagous pest, native to the Asian Tropics. It is a serious pest of 
economic importance worldwide. Moreover, it is a pest of quarantine significance, in Florida, T. parvispinus 
is categorized as Quarantine significant by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services-
Division of Plant Industry (FDACS-DPI). Despite their economic importance and quarantine status, T. 
parvispinus lacks an official common name. This pest feeds on multiple host plants including ornamental 
and vegetable crops. 

5. Stage or characteristic to which the proposed common name refers.  
(If the description involves a physical feature, it is strongly encouraged that an image of the organism be 
provided with this submission.) 
 
The proposed common name Short-spined thrips refers to the Latin parvispinus, which means short 
spined (parvi = short, spinus = spines). 



 
 

 

Photography by Dr. Daniel Carrillo, associate professor of Entomology and Nematology at UF/IFAS Tropical Research and Education 
Center. 

6. Distribution (include references): 

Thrips parvispinus is native to the Asian tropics most likely from Thailand. It is distributed in America, 
Africa, Asia, Europa, and Oceania. 

 

7. Principal hosts (include references): 

Thrips parvispinus is a polyphagous pest with a wide range of hosts including, fruits, vegetables, and 
ornamentals (Seal et al., 2023). It has been reported feeding on at least 43 plant species from 19 families 
from different crop types, including fiber crops, fruits, legumes, ornamental plants, tobacco crops, and 
vegetables (Ahmed et al., 2023). Thrips parvispinus has been identified as a major host of Capsicum 
(Hutasoit et al., 2018; Johari et al., 2014; Mound & Collins, 2000; Sethy et al., 2023; Vos & Frinking, 1998), 
Anthurium (Pijnakker, 2023; Soto-Adames, 2020), Papaya (Pijnakker, 2023; Tyagi et al., 2015), Gardenia  





 
 

11. Please document your efforts to consult with entomologists (including taxonomic specialists), 
colleagues, or other professionals who work with the taxon as to the suitability and need for the 
proposed common name. Please note that this is an important element of your proposal; proposals 
that do not document these steps are less likely to be successful. 

Expert entomologists that have scientific publications about T. parvispinus and supports short-spined 
thrips as the common name of T. parvispinus.  

Dr. Felipe Soto-Adames felipe.soto-adames@fdacs.gov, Curator of Arthropods at Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services: 

“Yes, I think that short-spined thrips is an appropriate common name for T. parvispinus. After all, 
that is the approximate meaning of the epithet ‘parvispinus” (July 2024) 

Alexandra Revynthi arevynthi@ufl.edu, assistant professor of Entomology and Nemotology at UF/IFAS 
Tropical Research and Education Center. 

 “Given the polyphagous nature of Thrips parvispinus, it would not be accurate to restrict its 
common name on one host.” 
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